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NEWSLETTER –June 2015
To all members of the Branch.

Issue No. (80)

BRANCH MEETINGS 2015 – AT THE VICTORY CLUB, CHELTENHAM.

Thursday 30th July: Thursday 24th September: Thursday 26th November
Please note start times of meetings 19:30 hours to which all members are welcomed
Complimentary hot pies will be served during the interval
**Your branch – your meetings. Make a note of the dates in your diary and come and join us** We hope
to have a guest speaker or a presentation at some of the meetings
Thursday 30th July. The next Branch Members Meeting will be held at the Military Museum, Gloucester.
There will be a short meeting in the Long Room commencing at 19:00 hours. Please note the earlier start
time. Ladies are most welcome to join us. To ensure that there will be adequate accommodation please can
you let the Hon. Sec know if you intend to attend, on your own or with your wife//husband/escort. By letting
me know of your possible attendance will place you under no form of obligation to attend.
Sunday 2nd August - Branch Garden Party. Colonel John Peel has kindly invited us to his home for a Branch
Garden Party . The day will follow the long established and successful routine. Guests to arrive from 12:00
hours for lunch in the region of 13:00 hours. During the afternoon the Chedworth Brass Band will play for our
enjoyment. Complimentary Beers, Lagers, Wines and Soft Drinks will be available throughout the day plus of
course tea and coffee. There will also be a light tea consisting of sandwiches and cake.
Two things to jot down. If you have a portable chair then please bring it with you as this does assist greatly. If
you do not have a chair that you can bring, then please do not fret, as we will have plenty on site.
Ladies, and of course you chaps handy in the kitchen. As has been the custom for many years, please see if you
can spend a little time in the kitchen and make a cake or cakes as these are used for the tea meal with any left
over being auctioned off to help defray costs.
This is an excellent way to spend a Sunday in a very relaxed and splendid location. Also, as you must agree, it
is very exceptional good value for your money.
New Member. We welcome back to the fold a Grenadier who was among the founder members of the branch.
Jack Palin who now lives in Granham. Welcome back Jack after all these years of being absent on parade.
Obituary. Since the last newsletter we have lost David Chapman. The family request was for a private Family
Service. We send out condolences to the family.

Branch Heading. If you note Branch Heading you will observe that the words The Gloucestershire Guards

Association has been added together with the addition of the Household Division colour.
With branches of Regimental Association countrywide reducing in number together with the closure of many
British Legion Branches it was felt by the President, after discussion and agreement by RHQ and committee that
an alteration be made to the branch title as shown above. The change was proposed, seconded and unanimously
carried by all those present. It is hoped that the change might encourage former members of the Household
Division to come forward and join the branch.
Isle of Wight Trip. Norton Grange Coastal Village 13th - 16th November.
As I write forty members have
paid their respective deposits to attend. There is room on the coach for more however any additional enquiries
will have to rely on Warners still having rooms available. Anyone interested are invited to contact the Honorary
Secretary in order that he may check on availability.
Cost £223.00 per person to include Coach Travel: Ferry Crossing: Half Board Accommodation for three Nights.:
Full Day Excursion: Live Entertainment plus the UK'S Premier Neil Diamond Show: Every Night from 18:00
hours through until midnight £1.00 House Bar.
Waterloo. As I write branch members will soon be off to Brussels for a four night stay and to visit Waterloo to
witness the re-enactment of this famous battle to celebrate its 200th Anniversary.
Branch Formal Luncheon – Sunday 11th October. Venue The Hatherley Manor, Gloucester. Last year we
had nigh on a record attendance, let us hope that we can achieve the same result this year. The Lydney RAF
Cadets are going to join us to give a display. Those who saw them perform as Lydney Town Hall in 2013 at the
Concert given by the Band of the Grenadier Guards will know how good they were as they received a Standing
Ovation. Please note the date. Full details will be given in the next Newsletter
Christmas Social – Sunday 6th December. Date to append in your diary. Full details will be published nearer
to the time.
Recent Events.
Gurkha Lunch. Wednesday 30th May saw 48 members gather for a Gurkha Lunch at the Road Maker
organised by David Leighton. Fine meal, fine company all at a very reasonably cost. Thank you David for
arranging this, when is the next one?
Branch Walk – Wednesday 22nd May. Twenty-two members turned up on time to enjoy an interesting walk in
the Forest of Dean. On the conclusion we sat down for lunch at the Rising Sun Public House at Mosley Green.
It was such a fine warm sunny day that everyone sat outside around the lovely large pond on site. A most
enjoyable day. Thank you Derek Knott whose idea it was and for making the arrangements. After we had
completed the walk and were sat down enjoying a drink before our meal three Coldstreamers turned up led by
the Gloucester Branch Secretary Malcolm Waters. It little leg pulling that they were not up to a walk.
Regimental Remembrance Day – Sunday 17th May. Unfortunately numbers attending this annual Church and
Parade are falling. However a fine sunny day saw a coach leave Cheltenham bound for Wellington Barracks
stopping at the Guards Club Windsor where your own packed lunch is taken enhanced by a pint or two from the
bar. A| fine service at the Guards Chapel followed by a march to Horse Guards Parade for the wreath laying.
On the return journey we again called in the Guards Club for a Fish and Chip supper.
Welfare. David Leighton ably assist by his good lady Janet make numerous visits and telephone calls to those a
little under the weather or to frail to attend meetings and events. To name a few. Tony Jefferies, still the same
old Tony. His present claim to fame, 90 years, is that he takes no form of medication whatsoever. Does a glass
or two of Scottish Water not class as medication!? Brian Gleed is making a recovery after a serious operation.
John Head is on crutches following an operation. Don Whyte is still in a home being paralysed from the waist
down. In the near future he hopes to have an operation in Cardiff Hospital. Fingers crossed with a little prayer
that he may benefit from this. Both George and Dot Rimell have had a spell in hospital for a while both at the
same time. Numerous other visits and calls have been made.
Financially your branch is very sound mainly thanks to all those who have joined the 50 Club and sell/purchase
tickets for our Annual Christmas Draw.
That's it for now, hopefully see many of you at the Garden Party.
Regards all,
Colin Knight

Proforma
Branch Garden Party – Sunday 2nd August 2015
Lunch will consist of barbecued steak with sausages and burger together with accompanying salad
and hot new potatoes. Selection of Sweets will be available.
Entertainment during the afternoon by the Chedworth Silver Band.
A light tea meal will also be provided.
Free bar serving assorted beers, cider, wine and assorted soft drinks.
Complimentary tea and coffee served throughout the afternoon.
Raffle: Auction: Treasure Hunt Board.
Colonel Peel's address for Sat Nav. Dudgrove Farm, Dudgrove, Fairford. GL7 4DX
Entrance to the Farm will be signed. Mobile number on the day for the Hon. Sec.
Cut*************************************************************************Cut
From...........................................................................................
Address………………………….……………..……………………………………………….…..
Telephone……………………………..………
Mobile……………………………………………….
Please reserve me …........... places at £17.50 per person.

If you do not wish to have a sirloin steak for your lunch please state alternative meat choice.
Alternative choice …..............…..............................................
I will be able to bring my own chairs YES { } NO { }
Please return to: - Alan Holford. 41, Teddington Gardens, Gloucester GL4 6RL
Payment by Cheque - Gren Gds Assn Glos Branch or BACS. Code No. 60-05-16 A/C 04205251

Come on everyone – Support your Branch
My suggestion for a future event or gathering is.................................................................................
…..........................................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................................
Your chance to have a say. All ideas and suggestions welcomed.
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