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NEWSLETTER – November 2011

To all members of the Branch.                                                                                       Issue No. (65)

 BRANCH MEETINGS – AT THE VICTORY CLUB

      Thursday 24th November.    Thursday  26th January 2012  Thursday 15th March 2012 (AGM)

Please note start times of meetings 19:30 hours to which all members are welcomed 

Complimentary hot pies will be served during the interval

***Your branch – your meetings.   Make a note of the dates in your diary and come and join us***

Branch Meetings.     All meetings this year have been very well attended showing that there is a strong interest in the branch.   It is very rewarding to see so many members, which include Associate and Honorary on parade.   The complimentary hot pies served  during the interval appear to go down well as despite extra being prepared there is seldom any left over.

Welfare.    David Leighton our Welfare Officer has been very busy and has made many visits, to many to mention. Ivor Jones had a scare and ended up in hospital, fortunately all ended well with nothing serious found.   David Cresswell also has had a spell in hospital and is now home recovering.   John Knight unfortunately is very much under the weather.   Paul Beard has ongoing medical problems as has Don Whyte.   Dennis Leatherdale is having problems with his legs and finding it very difficult to get about.    On a brighter note it was nice to see Ron Wasley, who has not suffered the best of health of late,  at the last meeting and Formal Lunch.  Please do not hesitate to contact David or the Hon. Secretary if you feel that the branch may be able to assist in any way with regards to welfare.

Garden Party   John & Yvonne Finch.   In my last newsletter I mentioned several names who had assisted to make the day the success it was.   However I omitted to mention that branch stalwart John Finch.   John not only plays in the band performing for us, but during spare moments together with his good lady Yvonne, runs the Treasure Hunt the proceeds of which help to offset the costs for the day.    Credit John and Yvonne and 20 extra drills for the Hon Sec for idle newsletter writing.

Gurkha Lunch.     David Leighton organised this casual lunch time gathering.   Twenty seven members attended for a lunch time meal at the Road Maker for a most enjoyable meal and social gathering.   Thank you David for taking it on your shoulders to making the arrangements.

Branch Formal Lunch – Sunday 25th September.     An excellent turn out was achieved.   We were very fortunate to have with us Dame Janet Trotter the Lord Lieutenant of the County also Sir Henry Elwes  the former Lord Lieutenant with us.   From the association we were privileged to have Colonel Euan Houston and his wife together with Lieutenant Hamish Hardy representing  the regiment.   The Frogmill is a fine venue and we have been there many times but as usual there were one or two items that the hotel fell short of yet once more.     With a mass catering event, without paying an exorbitant price, then it would appear that we have to live with the odd hiccup.

We must thank the Dinner Sub Committee consisting of John Head, David Hewer and Alan Holford for making the arrangements.

Christmas Social – Sunday 3rd December.    This is a lunchtime event at the Victory Club, Cheltenham.    The format will be as previous years, which proved to be very well received and successful.   Doors from 12:00 Hours.     This event has always been very well attended.   Let us try to endeavour a large turnout again this year.    A hot lunch will be served consisting of a good old Beef Stew or a Chicken Casserole served with potatoes, carrots and green beans.   Pudding choice from Apple Crumble or Trifle.    Cost for the two courses just ten pounds per person.   A reminder that if you have any item that you would like to donate for the draw, then this will be gratefully received.

Dumbleton.   Derek Knott's Christmas Bash at Dumbleton has again been very well received with a sell out yet once more.   I understand that there has been a couple of cancellations due to health reasons.   I believe that the places have been taken however just in case there are any further cancellations, then anyone wishing to attend please contact Derek or myself to see if there are any vacancies if you would like to join the party.

Coffee Morning.   Alan and Alice Holford would like to thank all those who attended at their home in aid of McMillan’s Cancer Care.

Branch Christmas Lottery Draw.   You should have all now received your tickets for the Branch Christmas Draw.   Please endeavour to do your very best to sell your tickets as this is the main income for the branch.   As you will observe all the prizes are cash with the winners receiving cheques.,   May I remind everyone that this branch does not and never has asked for subscriptions.   We are very active on welfare and associated matters.   To run a branch of this size is not cheap if you take into account postage, printing and stationary.   All of the events and gatherings that are organised are always costed to the minimum.

Please do your very best in supporting the Lottery.

Facebook.   We must thank Yvonne Beasley and Mark Evans for posting many and varied articles.   I am sure that in the fullness of time this medium can only but surely grow.  

Payments.   Repeat message from the last newsletter    To move forward with the times we are making an  adjustment as to how you may book on and pay for any branch event or function.

Firstly the time honoured method will continue in as much as you complete a proforma and send it with you cheque to Alan Holford.

Alternatively you may post or e-mail your proforma to Alan Holford and pay the amount owing by BACS   (Telephone or internet banking)  Details you will require are.   Bank – NatWest.   Name of account – For First or Grenadier Guards Comrades Association.  Sort Code 60 05 16  Account Number 04205251.   Please use your own name as reference.   If you pay by this method please endorse your proforma-  Paid by BACS.  It is essential that you return your proforma to Alan for ease of administration.

Request.  Again a repeat from the last newsletter.

If you are receiving correspondence by post and you are now on e-mail, please would you be kind enough to inform me of your address in order that I may correspond with you in this way.     Corresponding by e-mail saves considerable costs for the branch in post and printing it also saves your Hon. Sec. a lot of time.

Colin Knight    Honorary Secretary.

If you require further information on any of the items in this Newsletter, then please telephone Alan Holford 01452  534175 or Colin Knight 01594  530154. 

Alternatively e-mail grenadiersglos@tiscali.co.uk         

On the day of any event or gathering the mobile telephone number to use is:-  07980 019017.

Addendum.

For your continued interest.   Next year 2012 we hope to arrange a celebration event to mark Her Majesty's Diamond Jubilee.

Also in September 2012 we are going to arrange a trip to the National Memorial Arboretum with lunch at the Branston Golf and Country Club.   Dennis Ward, our man who lives very close to the club, is going to make the arrangements on our behalf.   Those who attended when we last visited several years ago will recall what an excellent top notch meal we had last time.

Of course we be running a coach for Regimental Remembrance Day and Grenadier Day.   Hopefully we will also be having a Garden Party and of course the Christmas Social.   All will be given publicity in the later newsletters together with any other events that are organised.

-------------------------------------------Please detach and return ---------------------------------------

Proforma

Christmas Social

Please reserve me ………..places at a cost of £10.00 per person.  Children under 17 - £5.00 per person.

Choice  [  ]  Stew – Number…………………

[  ] Chicken – Number…………..……….

             [  ] Crumble - Number………………
             [  ] Trifle – Number…………..………….

             [  ] Vegetarian – Number……………

From…………………..…………..……      I enclose my cheque to the total value of £…………………

If you have paid by BACS please tick box [  ]

Address………………………….……………..……………………………………………….………….

Telephone……………………………..………Mobile……………………………………………….

Please return to: -  Alan Holford. 41 Teddington Gardens, Gloucester GL4 6RL

If you require further information on any of the items in this Newsletter, then please telephone Alan Holford 01452 534175 or Colin Knight 01594 530154.   Alternatively e-mail to grenadiersglos@tiscali.co.uk or Alan Holford al.nonoyes@virginmedia.com  All cheques made payable please to:-  Gren. Gds. Glos. Branch.

