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NEWSLETTER – June 2008
To all members of the Branch.                                                                        Issue No.(46)
2008 BRANCH MEETINGS – ALL AT THE VICTORY CLUB CHELTENHAM 

    Thursday 31st July         Thursday 25th September          Thursday 27th November

Please note start times of meetings 19:30 hours.
Chairman’s Corner.    Only a short contribution this time.   These newsletters come around so rapidly and this is solely due to the boundless enthusiasm of our Hon Sec. and shows that we are indeed a busy branch.

At the time of writing it is two months since Colonel Tufnell stood down as President.   On your behalf I have been in touch with the Association and Regimental Headquarters by phone, e-mail and personally.   To date we have not been informed who will be our next President.

Black Sunday this year, was as always, a memorable occasion (Full report by Hon Sec below).   I have to say that the many and varied Campaign Medals being proudly worn by our serving men was a stark reminder of the demands that this country is putting on its service personal.   Well done to each and every one of them.

Welfare.  In the absence of a volunteer stepping forward to be the Welfare Officer this task is now being co-ordinated and undertaken by all members of your committee.    Please inform us if you know of anyone in hospital, unwell or lonely at home, or in fact any branch member who you feel could do with a little assistance or a visit.   You will no doubt (or perhaps not) be pleased to read that our Hon Chair is now de-plastered following minor but extremely painful surgery to his left hand.

New Member.    We welcome aboard former Grenadier 23274357 Don Freeman who resides in Tewkesbury.

Bereavement.   It is sadness that I report the passing to the higher Parade Ground of 23509822 Ivor Morton from Charlton Kings.

Informal Spring Lunch – Sunday 20th April.    This turned out to be an excellent occasion with exceptionally good food and service also a good attendance.   Norman Mitchell resplendent in his Chelsea Pensioners uniform was in fine form.   Major Steve Marcham MBE gave a rendering of Tommy Atkins, which was very well received.   Thank you Steve it was very much appreciated by all in attendance.
St. George’s Day Service – 23rd April.    All tickets that were received from the St George Society were taken by members.
Regimental Remembrance Day – Sunday 18th May.    Almost a full coach enjoyed the trip to Wellington Barracks.   HRH His Royal Highness Prince Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh read the lesson and took the salute of Horse Guards.   It was wonderful to see the battalion on parade, all the men in dark suits and white shirts.   It certainly swelled the numbers and it was moving to be able to march with the band and the serving men.   The visit to the Guards Club at Windsor on the way up and on the return for a Fish & Chip Supper went without a hitch.    We thank the Windsor Branch yet again for their hospitality.

For the first time on Black Sunday the Guards Division Corps of Drums Association marched with the Regimental Band complete with berets, and didn’t they do well.
Asparagus Supper – Friday 30th May.   Please contact Nigel Simms or Hon Sec for details and reservation.
Branch Canoeing – Thursday 12th June.    (Please note change of date from the 5th)  A David Leighton special.  As previous years members meet at Symonds Yat.   After we finish the course we make our way to Mallards Pike for a well deserved, bring your own, picnic lunch.     We should have a hot drink together with hot dogs ready on your arrival.   Full details available from Hon Sec. or David Leighton.   If you have never taken to the water in a canoe before then please do not let this deter you from joining us, as experience, apart from common sense, is not required.

Grenadier Day – Sunday 29th June.  (Repeat details from the last Newsletter)   As last year this will be held at Lille Barracks with the time-honoured format which proved popular and went well.   Coach will Leave Royal Well at 08:00 hours: Gloucester Denmans Electrical Car Park 08:20 hours: Cirencester Beeches Car Park 09:00 hours.   Please, if possible, can you bring your chairs with you?    The reason for this request is that the military now have to pay for chairs to be on site, which does prove to be rather costly.

Visit to the National Memorial Arboretum – Sunday 6th July.      (Repeat details from the last Newsletter).  Coach will leave Royal Well, Cheltenham at 07:00 hours, Gloucester (Opposite Playing Fields) at 07:20 hours, Bredon 07:50 hours.   The day will consist of an Act of Remembrance at 11:00 hours, dedication of a seat provided by the branch.  Other items are to be added to the program for the day and it is hoped to get the men on parade for a march to the new memorial with wreath laying. Afterward leaving the Arboretum we will take a four course Sunday Lunch at The Pavilion which is just a few miles away.  It was first mentioned that the event was to be on Sunday 13th July however due to circumstances beyond our control the date has been brought forward one week.   The original intention was to dine at Coors Brewery and visitor Centre as last year.  Last week came a shock announcement that the American owners are shutting the entire premises down which include the Visitor Centre, Museum and Restaurant.   This was a bitter blow, however Dennis Ward our man in Burton sprung into action and has secured us a wonderful venue for lunch at The Pavilion.   This is a very up market affair with a first class four course menu which really does make your mouth water.   Starters consist of a very wide choice consisting of assorted carved cold meats, seafood and salads.   The main course is traditional roast dinners with a choice of two meats and/or fish with all the trimmings.   The choice of Desserts is vast both hot and cold.    The restaurant is fully licensed and will be for our exclusive use.   Important note.   The carpet in the restaurant is very plush.   In case it is a little muddy in the Arboretum please can I ask that you all bring a change of footwear to including suitable shoes/boots for walking around the grounds of the Arboretum.   Dennis has managed to secure a fantastic price for our dining at just £14.50 per person.   Of course vegetarians are catered for.

Branch Cycle Ride – Thursday 14th August.   Again as previous years' members meet at the Cycle Centre in the Forest of Dean.   This is ideal and open to all members and their families.   It is a nice way to spend a day with your children or grandchildren.   It is not a race just a leisurely ride through the magnificent forest taking a picnic lunch at Mallards Pike. (Bring your own)  Full details available from Hon Sec. or David Leighton.    You may bring your own cycle; alternatively ten gear cycles are available for hire to suit all shapes and sizes.   Cycles include tandems and cycles on which there is a trailer if you would like to take a small child.   This really is a family day for not only your children but also grandchildren.

Garden Party – Sunday 10th August.   As reported last time by kind invitation from Colonel and Mrs Peel we will be holding a Garden Party at their Dudgrove home.   The time-honoured format will be arrive from 12:00 hours for lunch at 13:00 hours.   This is either a quality Bar-bq or an ample cold meat platter, which proved quite popular last time.   Hot and cold drinks, which include wines, beers and lagers and soft drinks etc., and of course cups of tea and coffee are available all day which are included in the most reasonable price.   A Silver Band will entertain you and, weather permitting; there will be Bowls on the lawn also French Boules.   We always invite guests male and female to “Bake a cake or cakes” for the occasion.   Any not used for the “cake and cuppa at about: 16:15 hours will be auctioned off towards the end of the event.   To assist with the logistics of the day please can you bring your own garden chairs, as this will assist greatly.   You are respectfully reminded that the invitation is for members of our branch be they full, Associate or Honorary together their escorts and is traditionally for adults only.

Beating Retreat at Stowell Park – Saturday 5th July.     The Army Benevolent Fund has organised a Champagne Reception followed by Beating Retreat by the Band of the Scots Guards at Stowell Park by kind permission of Lord Vesty.   Numbers are strictly limited to just 150.   Cost per person is £35.00 with proceeds going to the Army Benevolent Fund.   For further information please give to Hon Sec a call.

Veterans Dar – Friday 27th June.   Hardwicke & District British Legion are celebrating the day with a Parade of Standards and Wreath Laying with a short service.    Afterwards there will be a B-B-Q.   Full details from Hon Sec.

Events details of which to be published later.     .  Pre Christmas break at Littlecote House.   Formal Lunch – Sunday 26th October.   Branch Walk – Sunday 7th September.  Christmas Social – Sunday 7th December.   Christmas Lunch at Dumbleton Sunday 14th December.  More details in the next Newsletter.

Branch 50 Club.   With the last newsletter you received details for our “In House” lottery.   Please consider joining this year as not only does it add a little colour to our meetings it is a very valuable source of raising money to keep your branch going.   Remember no one is ever asked for a subscription other than the one off payment of five pounds when you first joined and that was for life membership.

The Colonel's Fund.     If you not made a personal contribution to this very worthwhile cause then please can you consider sending a donation however small?   If you are not sure where to send it, then please give the Hon Sec a call for information.
Members at Work.

For taxi hire, local or airports etc then please consider giving Dave Errington a call at Kestrel Cabs on 01452 537404 or 07966 470059.

For domestic and commercial grounds maintenance remember All Square UK Ltd run by Peter and Pam Jones on 01452 863398.

Visit your branch site.

It has only been up and running for very short time.   Any views or comments are most welcome.     Go on be a devil and “Log in”.

www.gloucestershiregrenadiers.co.uk
Please try and make the next meeting on Thursday 31st July.  Your Branch.   Your meeting, to which all members are most welcome.

Any query or guidance on any item then please do not hesitate to contact either Alan Holford or Colin Knight.

Colin Knight    (Hon. Sec).
PROFORMA

Grenadier Day – Sunday 29th June

Please reserve me …..places on the coach at a cost of £14.00 per person.   I would like to be picked up from Cheltenham Gloucester (Denmans Electrical)  Cirencester.   Please indicate.

Visit to the Arboretum – Sunday 6th July

Please reserve me……...places to include coaching and lunch at a cost of £24.50 per person.

I would like to be picked up from  Cheltenham  Gloucester (Denmans Electrical)  Tewkesbury  Bredon.  Please indicate.

Please note change of pick up for Gloucester

Garden Party – Sunday 10th August

Please reserve me…….places at a cost of £15.00 per person

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From…………………..…………I enclose my cheque to the total value of £…………

Address………………………………………………………………………………….

Telephone……………………………………Mobile………………………………….

We will/willl not be bringing Garden Chairs.   Please indicate.

Please return to: -  Alan Holford. 41 Teddington Gardens, Gloucester GL4 6RL
If you require further information on any of the items in this Newsletter, then please telephone Alan Holford 01452 534175 or Colin Knight 01594 530154 or e-mail to grenadiersglos@tiscali.co.uk       All cheques made payable please to:-  Gren. Gds. Glos. Branch
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