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NEWSLETTER – April 2008
To all members of the Branch.                                                                        Issue No.(45)
2008 BRANCH MEETINGS – ALL AT THE VICTORY CLUB CHELTENHAM 

Thursday 29th May     Thursday 31st July         Thursday 25th September          Thursday 27th November

Please note start times of meetings 19:30 hours.
Chairman’s Corner.   Hello everyone, Chairman speaking.   Well we had our Annual General Meeting on the 27th March and the first thing to say is “What a wonderful turnout” with 37 members in attendance.   This indicates a healthy interest in Branch affairs and was much appreciated by those charged with running the show.   

Colonel Tufnell addressed the meeting, thanked everyone for their support over the year and then stunned us all by announcing that regretfully the time had come for him to stand down from office due to personal reasons.   I thanked the Colonel on behalf of all members of the Association for his loyal and dedicated service to the branch for the past fifteen years.   When he subsequently left the room towards the end of the meeting it was to a standing ovation.    

When it came to the election of Officers’ Jimmy Green also informed us that due to family circumstances he also would not be able to continue as Welfare Officer.    We all know how conscious Jimmy has been in this post and how much he loved to be involved with helping others.   Again, as Chairman, I thanked him most sincerely for his work in this field and wished him all the best for the future. 

This may well be an appropriate moment to inform you all that all other Officers’ together with the committee were re-elected unopposed.   Your committee consist of Peter Jones; Colin Knight: Alan Holford: John Head: David Leighton: John Carter: David Hewer: George Rimell: Nigel Simms: Gordon Willis and Ron Hill.

On a personal note I wish to publicly thank all these men with their wives and partners for the unstinting support given throughout the year. 

Branch Accounts.     The accounts for the branch are healthy and a detailed breakdown as to each item of branch activity was given to members present at the AGM>.

Welfare. Resultant from the AGM we are now without a specific Welfare Officer.   As welfare is one of the primary objectives of the Association may we remind you all that you may contact the Chairman, Honorary Secretary or any Committee Member with relevant matters.    Be assured we will do our utmost to live up to Jimmy’s high standards.   Many kind deeds and actions have been performed over the year, but for reasons of sensitivity we do not publish names unless those involved allow us to do so.

  This applies to all members in the branch who may be in need of a visit or assistance.    Please inform us if you know of anyone in hospital, unwell or lonely at home, or in fact any branch member who you feel could do with a little assistance or a visit.

Gurkha Lunch -Tuesday 18th March.     Forty members attended this impromptu gathering and enjoyed a fine meal with a difference.   As an experiment it went well and I am sure that this will not be our first and only visit.   Thank you David Leighton for arranging this.

New Member.   We welcome to the Nominal Roll Mark Evans who served for 10 years 1992 - 2002 in the Welsh Guards.

Informal Spring Lunch – Sunday 20th April.  This year we are holding our Spring Lunch at a different location.   The venue is the Gupshill Manor, Tewkesbury. A good substantial three-course menu has been chosen.    Please complete and return the attached proforma in order to join us.    A nice way to spend a Sunday with fine company a good lunch at a very reasonable price.   The bonus for the ladies is a day off from the kitchen. One of our Vice Presidents, Steve Marcham will be with us and had kindly volunteered to give a rendering of Tommy Atkins.     As I write numbers who have booked on are a little down.  Please may I ask that you actively consider supporting your branch by joining us? We are sure that you will not be disappointed.     A fine venue with good company also Tewkesbury is a nice town to have a walk around after lunch. 
St. George’s Day Service – 23rd April.   As usual this will be held in Gloucester Cathedral on the 23rd April.   Tickets are complimentary and restricted and will be allocated on first come first served basis.

Regimental Remembrance Day – Sunday 18th May.   Coach will leave Royal Well at 09:00 hours, Gloucester Denmans Electrical Car Park (Next to the Irish Club) 09:20 hours.   Cirencester Beeches Car Park 10:00 hours.     Do not forget to bring your packed lunch for consumption when we stop at the Guards Club, Windsor on the outward journey.   On the return journey, should you require, a hot supper is available.   This is far more enjoyable and far less expensive that stopping on the Motorway Services.   This year there is every chance that members of the regiment will be on parade and marching with us.   This is an excellent day to get together, visit the Guards Chapel, get on parade and to march behind our band also to visit the Guards Club at Windsor.   All at only a small cost
Asparagus Supper – Friday 30th May.  Thanks to Nigel Simms for arranging this once more, he is on 01386 853325 to make your reservation or if you have any questions.   Supper to be held at the BBC Club, Evesham.   This supper has now been going for some 24 years.   Always a good evening out.   This is your chance to have a plateful of fresh asparagus to accompany your choice of meal.    Beware of the speed cameras on the entrance to Evesham from Cheltenham.   If you do not believe me then just ask George Rimell.

Branch Canoeing – Thursday 5th June.      A David Leighton special.  As previous years members meet at Syminds Yacht.   After we finish the course we make our way to Mallards Pike for a well deserved, bring your own, picnic lunch.     We should have a hot drink together with hot dogs ready on your arrival.   Full details available from Hon Sec. or David Leighton.   If you have never taken to the water in a canoe before then please do not let this deter you from joining us, as experience, apart from common sense, is not required.

Grenadier Day – Sunday 29th June.   As last year this will be held at Lille Barracks with the time-honoured format which proved popular and went well.   Coach will Leave Royal Well at 08:00 hours: Gloucester Denmans Electrical Car Park 08:20 hours: Cirencester Beeches Car Park 09:00 hours.   Please, if possible, can you bring your chairs with you?    The reason for this request is that the military now have to pay for chairs to be on site, which does prove to be rather costly.

Visit to the National Memorial Arboretum – Sunday 6th July.        Coach will leave Royal Well, Cheltenham at 07:00 hours, Gloucester (Opposite Playing Fields) at 07:20 hours, Bredon 07:50 hours.   The day will consist of an Act of Remembrance at 11:00 hours, dedication of a seat provided by the branch.  Other items are to be added to the program for the day and it is hoped to get the men on parade for a march to the new memorial with wreath laying. Afterward leaving the Arboretum we will take a four course Sunday Lunch at The Pavilion which is just a few miles away.  It was first mentioned that the event was to be on Sunday 13th July however due to circumstances beyond our control the date has been brought forward one week.   The original intention was to dine at Coors Brewery and visitor Centre as last year.  Last week came a shock announcement that the American owners are shutting the entire premises down which include the Visitor Centre, Museum and Restaurant.   This was a bitter blow, however Dennis Ward our man in Burton sprung into action and has secured us a wonderful venue for lunch at The Pavilion.   This is a very up market affair with a first class four course menu which really does make your mouth water.   Starters consist of a very wide choice consisting of assorted carved cold meats, seafood and salads.   The main course is traditional roast dinners with a choice of two meats and/or fish with all the trimmings.   The choice of Desserts is vast both hot and cold.    The restaurant is fully licensed and will be for our exclusive use.   Important note.   The carpet in the restaurant is very plush.   In case it is a little muddy in the Arboretum please can I ask that you all bring a change of footwear to including suitable shoes/boots for walking around the grounds of the Arboretum.   Dennis has managed to secure a fantastic price for our dining at just £14.50 per person.   Of course vegetarians are catered for.

Branch Cycle Ride – Thursday 14th August.   Again as previous years' members meet at the Cycle Centre in the Forest of Dean.   This is ideal and open to all members and their families.   It is a nice way to spend a day with your children or grandchildren.   It is not a race just a leisurely ride through the magnificent forest taking a picnic lunch at Mallards Pike. (Bring your own)  Full details available from Hon Sec. or David Leighton.    You may bring your own cycle; alternatively ten gear cycles are available for hire to suit all shapes and sizes.   Cycles include tandems and cycles on which there is a trailer if you would like to take a small child.   This really is a family day for not only your children but also grandchildren.

Garden Party.   Colonel and Mrs Peel have kindly, once more, invited members to their home for a Branch Garden Party.  At this early stage it is envisaged that the arrangements will be as previous occasions that is arrive from 12:00 hours, substantial Bar-bq lunch at 13:00 hours.  In the afternoon we hope to give a Brass Band in attendance with of course a game of bowls on the lawn.  The day will; include a complimentary bar and a tea meal.  It must be said that when planning the year the last thing that we expected was such an occasion and to say that we were delighted would be an under statement.   Full details when known will be circulated.

Events details of which to be published later.     .  Pre Christmas break at Littlecote House.   Formal Lunch – Sunday 26th October.   Christmas Social – Sunday 7th December.   More details in the next Newsletter.

Branch 50 Club.   Enclosed you will find details for our “In House” lottery.   Please consider joining this year as not only does it add a little colour to our meetings it is a very valuable source of raising money to keep your branch going.   Remember no one is ever asked for a subscription other than the one off payment of five pounds when you first joined and that was for life membership.

The Colonel's Fund.    .    The response to the fund nation-wide has been magnificent and as a branch we can hold our heads up high for or contributions to date.   Any member who has not done so or who would like to send a little more, then I have the necessary information packs which can be sent out on request.   As I write I can inform you that the total sum raised has now exceeded £400,000.00.   Anyone with any ideas or suggestions in raising funds then please step forward.
Grenadier Gazette.      Please telephone Alan Holford if you have not already reserved a copy.   The Gazette has normally been sent by now from Regimental Headquarters, however this year they are a little late coming from the printers.   We have been informed that they should be distributed in the next couple of weeks.
Request.   If you are receiving newsletters and correspondence by post and you are now on e-mail, please would you be kind enough to inform me of your address in order that I may correspond with you in this way.     At long last we have our illustrious Chairman Peter T Jones on line having been persuaded to, place in a museum, his quill, inkwell and blotting paper.

If anyone has anything that they would like to contribute to the Newsletters then please let me know.   We now have members from several Regiments and Corps, including the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force.   Also some honorary members who have been around a bit.   Come on chaps how about a yarn or two for publication.

Visit your branch site.   It has only been up and running for very short time.   Any views or comments are most welcome.     Go on be a devil and “Log in”.

www.gloucestershiregrenadiers.co.uk
Please try and make the next meeting on Thursday 29th May.  Your Branch.   Your meeting, to which all members are most welcome.

Any query or guidance on any item then please do not hesitate to contact either Alan Holford or Colin Knight.

Colin Knight    (Hon. Sec).
PROFORMA

Spring Lunch - Sunday 20th April

Please reserve me ………..Places @ £19.00 per person.   Please indicate choice.

Starter.
  Mixed Vegetable Soup or Smoked Salmon/Rocket/Lemon & Tomato Vinaigrette or Parfait Ducks - Liver Parfait Lemon Grass Marmalade.

Main Course.  Salmon, pan fried fillet - Lemon Oil or Over Baked Chicken Breast Pan Jus or Slow Roasted Lamb Shank with Mint Jus.  Vegetarian – Pasta courgette, Aubergines with Oven Roasted Tomatoes and Parmesan.    All served with New & Roast Potatoes and a selection of mixed vegetables and gravy.   

Sweets.  Cheese and Biscuits or Lemon Tart Crème Fractche, Warm Apple and Sultana Crumble All with Cream or Cre’me anglaise.   Mixed Ice Cream in Brandy Basket.

Coffee and or Tea.

Please clearly indicate your choice on a separate piece of paper.   You need not remember your selection, as your selection made will be shown on your name card at your table.

Regimental Remembrance Day  - Sunday 18th May.

Please reserve me……………….places at £13.50 per person  (Coach) Please add £6.50 per person for Supper if required.

Please pick me up from      Cheltenham
         Gloucester
Cirencester       Please indicate.

I would like Fish/Chicken/Pie & Chips with Tea/Coffee, Roll & Butter at a cost of £6.50 per 

Supper, to be taken at the Guards Club Windsor on the return.    I would like...…...Suppers. 

Fish or Chicken or Pie – Please clearly indicate.      Fish [  ]  Chicken [  ]  Pie [  ]

Grenadier Day – Sunday 29th June

Please reserve me …..places on the coach at a cost of £14.00 per person.   I would like to be picked up from  Cheltenham  Gloucester   Cirencester.   Please indicate.

Visit to the Arboretum – Sunday 6th July

Please reserve me……...places to include coaching and lunch at a cost of £24.50 per person.

I would like to be picked up from  Cheltenham  Gloucester  Tewkesbury  Bredon.  Please indicate.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From…………………..…………I enclose my cheque to the total value of £…………

Address………………………………………………………………………………….

Telephone……………………………………Mobile………………………………….

Please return to: -  Alan Holford. 41 Teddington Gardens, Gloucester GL4 6RL
If you require further information on any of the items in this Newsletter, then please telephone Alan Holford 01452 534175 or Colin Knight 01594 530154 or e-mail to grenadiersglos@tiscali.co.uk       All cheques made payable please to:-  Gren. Gds. Glos. Branch
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