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NEWSLETTER – January 2008
To all members of the Branch.  “Happy New Year to you.“                   Issue No.(43)
2008 BRANCH MEETINGS – ALL AT THE VICTORY CLUB CHELTENHAM 

Thursday 31st January 
 Thursday 27th March (AGM)        Thursday 29th May        

Thursday 31st July              Thursday 25th September             Thursday 27th November

Please note start times of meetings 19:30 hours.
Bereavement.    Suddenly at his home on Sunday 13th January, Reginald Terrence (Terry) Barfoot.    Funeral arrangements to be announced.   Our condolences go to his family.

Welfare.   A big thank you to those who assist regularly when asked with welfare. Jimmy Green is the Welfare Officer and the man to contact.   Many kind deeds and actions have been performed over the year and we can be well satisfied with our approach to welfare.    Please let Jimmy know if you know of anyone in hospital, unwell or lonely at home, or in fact any branch member who you feel could do with a little assistance or a visit

New Members.    We welcome on board 22447776 Douglas Howe (Grenadier) and 22878531 William Saunders (Horse Guards)
Formal Lunch.   Held at the Ramada Hotel in Gloucester.   The hotel did wonders in preparing the dining room for our visit and provided a fine meal.  Our guest speaker from the regiment Lt. Colonel J L J Levine MBE MA gave a most informative update as to the activities of the regiment.

Christmas Draw & Social Evening – Friday 8th December.   Venue, the Victory Club, Cheltenham.   A fine evening with friends and colleagues with a substantial supper.   Pleasing to report, that yet once more, we achieved an excellent turnout.   Derek Porter took a short service with the singing of carols.   Thank you Derek.
Branch Christmas Lottery.   Thank you everyone who sold tickets.   With many in the branch now retired it is appreciated that this makes it a little more difficult to sell tickets.   However this year we are able to report that sales were up.   Well done everyone, the profits assist us in being able to maintain the high standards of welfare together with the varied activities that are arranged.   We also complied with the members' request at the last meeting with 50% of the proceeds being donated to The Colonels Fund.  Also we must not forget to thank our Social Secretary Alan Holford, who together with his wife Alice, ensured its continued success.

Christmas Lunch .   Venue Dumbleton Hall.     This lunch, the brainchild of Derek Knott, who took on the responsibility and superbly organised the whole affair for the second time.   A capacity attendance, lovely venue with fine company.   The attendance of the Winchcombe Silver Band in concert and communal carol singing rounded off a fine day out
Littlecote House.   What can I say?    Over double the attendance of last year with 362 in attendance.    The price was right and no complaints were received.   The candle lit Carol Service in the Cromwellian Chapel with Theresa Day; Secretary of the Reading branch, playing the organ and with our very own Grenadier Padre Eric Davies taking the service ensured a very personal festive occasion.   Such were the numbers that we had to have three services.   The Joe Loss Band entertained as professional as ever and kept everyone on their feet until the very end.   The concert given by our Regimental Band was nothing short of superb.   Under the direction of the Director of Music Barry Wassell it was acclaimed by many that it was the finest concert that the band had performed for many years.   As a point of interest members present contributed almost £2,000.00 to The Colonel’s Fund.   It was a pleasure to have in attendance Major General Bernard Gordon, Lennox, the Regimental Adjutant Major Grant Baker and Lt. Colonel Lance Ranson.

Now for this years events.

Members Meeting.   The first meeting of the year is to be held on Thursday 31st January.   At three out of our last four meetings we have given a spot to a guest speaker which has been received well.   This meeting we hope to have present a former long service member of the Gurkha Regiment.   This should prove to be interesting and worth making an effort to attend.   For those who have not attended a meeting before, or at least not for a long time, may I remind you that The Victory Club is an excellent venue, with a good room in which to hold the meeting.   The bar tariff is also very reasonable.   Plenty of car parking.   If the car park is full in front of the Victory Club, then please use the car park next door to the left of the club.

Spring Lunch – Sunday 20th April.  This year we are holding our Spring Lunch at a different location.   The venue is the Gupshill Manor, Tewkesbury. A good substantial three-course menu has been chosen.    Please complete and return the attached proforma in order to join us.    A nice way to spend a Sunday with fine company a good lunch at a very reasonable price.   The bonus for the ladies is a day off from the kitchen.
Branch AGM.    May I remind all members that at the A.G. M all posts are up for re-election.   If you feel that you would like to put yourself forward for any of the posts that is Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Social Secretary, Welfare Officer or member of the committee then please can you let your interests be known either to me or the Chairman in plenty of time before the meeting. May I remind the membership that this branch being totally democratic invites anyone to seek nomination for any branch post or position.    

Regimental Remembrance Day – Sunday 18th May.   Coach will leave Royal Well at 09:00 hours, Gloucester Denmans Electrical Car Park (Next to the Irish Club) 09:20 hours.   Cirencester Beeches Car Park 10:00 hours.     Do not forget to bring your packed lunch for consumption when we stop at the Guards Club, Windsor on the outward journey.   On the return journey, should you require, a hot supper is available.   This is far more enjoyable and far less expensive that stopping on the Motorway Services.   This year there is every chance that members of the regiment will be on parade and marching with us.   This is an excellent day to get together, visit the Guards Chapel, get on parade and to march behind our band also to visit the Guards Club at Windsor.   All at only a small cost.

St. George’s Day Service.    As usual this will be held in Gloucester Cathedral on the 23rd April.   Tickets are complimentary and restricted and will be allocated on first come first served basis.

Dates for your Diary.    Grenadier Day, Lille Barracks - Sunday 29th June.    Derails to be published in the next newsletter.   Branch Christmas Social – Sunday 7th December.   After a unanimous decision made at the last Members Meeting it was decided that this year, following a similar format to previous years, the event would be held on a Sunday Lunchtime.    It is anticipated that proceedings will commence at 11:30 hours.   A hot substantial buffet lunch will be provided.   Full details to be published later.

Events details of which to be published later.    Branch Canoeing.   Branch Cycle Ride.  Pre Christmas break at Littlecote House. Formal Lunch. Visit to the National Arboretum. Branch Walk. Christmas Social.   More details in the next Newsletter.

The Colonel's Fund.   All of you should have received a separate mailing on this subject.   For those of you who have not done so please can you consider sending a donation, however small, to boost this very worthwhile cause.  If it makes life easier for you, you may send it to me, cheque payable to the branch, later I will forward monies by way of a lump sum.   To date, as a branch effort, we have contributed £912.80 to the fund.   This does not count any individual donations that may have been made direct to Regimental Headquarters.
Battalion.    The Battalion has now returned and is at present stationed at Lille Barracks.   Later this year they are moving back to Wellington Barracks.   To keep them on their toes later in the year they are exercising in Kenya.   Be assured that the regiment is still immaculate, professional and decisive.   After their experiences both in Iraq and Afghanistan they are a very mature and experienced battle experienced regiment.

Grenadier Gazette.   This fine publication is issued in March.   Please complete the proforma to reserve your copy.

Littlecote.   Having received many phone calls, letters, cards and e-mails from members who attended the pre-Christmas gathering, together with John Southern, we have decided to give it a go again this year.  By popular request we are negotiating for a three-night break and as usual featuring top entertainment.   Details will be circulated when known.   Any member who has never attended one of these functions, then please inform me of your interest, in order that you may be sent details without obligation.

Request.   If you are receiving newsletters and correspondence by post and you are now on e-mail, please would you be kind enough to inform me of your address in order that I may correspond with you in this way.    It saves the branch money in postage and stationary it also makes it easier for the Hon Sec.   The cost saving can be seen in the branch accounts with the cost of postage and stationery declining despite inflationary rises

Finally.   From George Rimell.   Do you remember the folk singer Johnny Cash back in the 1960 he had a big hit called the “Burning Ring of Fire”.   Between June 1968 and June 1969 the 1st Bn. were stationed in the desert country called Sharja on the Persian Gulf.   There were over 1,000 soldiers and airmen in the garrison and we had our own forces radio service manned by Army and Air Force Volunteers.

Being a very hot and sandy environment nearly every day someone went to the MO with a touch of diarrhoea/dysentery.   You always knew this because someone would put a dedication on the radio for “The Burning Ring of Fire”.   Those days just a short course of anti-biotics and you would be back on full duties.

If anyone has anything that they would like to contribute to the Newsletters then please let me know.   We now have members from several Regiments and Corps, including the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force.   Also some honorary members who have been around a bit.   Come on chaps how about a yarn or two for publication.

Websites and e-mail address:

At long last we now have our own branch web site thanks to the personal effort of John Leighton, son of David Leighton.   Please appreciate that the site is in its very early days with information only just being added.   The aim is for members to be able to access the site, at their convenience, to get an update as to branch activities and events together with any other items of interest.   Please note the address in your favourites and visit from time to time in order to get keep yourself abreast of branch affairs.     Any input that anyone can offer will be very much appreciated.

www.gloucestershiregrenadiers.co.uk
Association Website is at   www.grenadierguardsassn.freeserve.co.uk
Updates on Littlecote and the River Cruise www.grenadiersatlittlecote.co.uk
Grenadier Forums is at www.grenadierforums.com 

Derek Money, the Website Manager  derekmoney@grenadierguardsassn.freeserve.co.uk
For Grenadiers Reunited (Jim White’s weekly newsletter)  e-mail   jim@grenadiers.eclipse.co.uk     

Contact with Association Headquarters.  Assnnco@grengds.com    (Note change of address)

Please try and make the next meeting on Thursday 31st January.   Your Branch.   Your meeting, to which all members are most welcome.

Colin Knight    (Hon. Sec.
PROFORMA 
Spring Lunch - Sunday 20th April

Please reserve me ………..Places @ £19.00 per person.   Please indicate choice.

Starter.
  Mixed Vegetable Soup or Smoked Salmon/Rocket/Lemon & Tomato Vinaigrette or Parfait Ducks - Liver Parfait Lemon Grass Marmalade.

Main Course.  Salmon, pan fried fillet - Lemon Oil or Over Baked Chicken Breast Pan Jus or Slow Roasted Lamb Shank with Mint Jus.  Vegetarian – Pasta courgette, Aubergines with Oven Roasted Tomatoes and Parmesan.    All served with New & Roast Potatoes and a selection of mixed vegetables and gravy.   

Sweets.  Cheese and Biscuits or Lemon Tart Crème Fractche, Warm Apple and Sultana Crumble All with Cream or Cre’me anglaise.   Mixed Ice Cream in Brandy Basket.

Coffee and or Tea.

Please clearly indicate your choice on a separate piece of paper.   You need not remember your selection, as your selection made will be shown on your name card at your table.

St. George’s Day Service – Monday 23rd April

Gloucester Cathedral.    Tickets are complimentary.   

I apply for …………. Tickets for the Service. 
Regimental Remembrance Day  - Sunday 18th May.

Please reserve me……………….places at £13.50 per person  (Coach) Please add £6.50 per person for Supper if required.

Please pick me up from      Cheltenham
         Gloucester
Cirencester       Please indicate.

I would like Fish/Chicken/Pie & Chips with Tea/Coffee, Roll & Butter at a cost of £6.50 per 

Supper, to be taken at the Guards Club Windsor on the return.    I would like...…...Suppers. 

Fish or Chicken or Pie – Please clearly indicate.      Fish [  ]  Chicken [  ]  Pie [  ]

Grenadier Gazette

Please reserve me ………………copies @£4.75 per copy.   Please add seventy-five Pence if you would like it posted to you.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From…………………..…………I enclose my cheque to the total value of £…………

Address………………………………………………………………………………….

Telephone……………………………………Mobile………………………………….

Please return to: -  Alan Holford. 41 Teddington Gardens, Gloucester GL4 6RL
If you require further information on any of the items in this Newsletter, then please telephone 

Alan Holford 01452 534175 or Colin Knight 01594 530154
or e-mail to grenadiersglos@tiscali.co.uk       All cheques made payable please to:-  Gren. Gds. Glos. Branch
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