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NEWSLETTER – October 2007
To all members of the Branch.  “Stand by your beds”


Issue (42)

2007 BRANCH MEETINGS – ALL AT THE VICTORY CLUB CHELTENHAM – 19:30 Hours.

Thursday 29th November

Please note the new time for the start of meetings 19:30 hours

.

Bereavement

Edward (Ted) Jones.   A huge turn out for the funeral at which the branch was well represented also providing a Guard of Honour.   Also Val Thomas from Stroud.   Our condolences go to the respective families. 

Welfare.   

Many acts of kindness and visits made to our less fortunate comrades.  Both David Hewer and David Cresswell found them selves in the same ward at Cheltenham Hospital with heart related problems.  Both had operations and were released.    My understanding is that both are now active with David Cresswell attending the last meeting.   Since the last newsletter Jimmy Green has been very active dealing with the numerous members and their wives who have had what shall we say other than an odd hiccup or two.   Thank you Jimmy for the time and trouble you take with welfare.

New Members.    

At our last General Meeting Gerry Parker (REME) was accepted as an Honorary Member.   Also 23509834 Barry Eastman Grenadier.   Roy Claridge Welsh Guards.   Welcome on board gentlemen.

Branch Cycle Ride – Wednesday 8th August.      

A warm sunny day saw a group take to the saddle and ride through the glorious Forest of Dean.   Halfway round the course we stopped at a picturesque setting, Mallards Pike, to take our lunch break.   There were fortunately no accidents accept for a fall resulting in a small graze to one of our member’s granddaughters.   Thank you David Leighton for making the arrangements.  
Branch Walk – Sunday 2nd September.

Again a wonderful fine Sunday morning saw twenty plus members walking over Cleeve Hill, with visibility at its best there were tremendous view to take in.   Afterwards joined by a few members who did not feel up to walking a fine traditional Sunday Roast was enjoyed by all.   Thank you Derek Knott for making these arrangements.

Branch Christmas Lunch at Dumbleton Hall - Sunday 9th December.        

What can I say other than the details were circulated in the last newsletter.   By early July all 100 places had been taken.   Anyone now wishing to join us must contact Derek Knott to be placed on a waiting list.    May I remind all those who have “Booked on.   Please send your payments please direct to Derek Knott.   Final payments are due no later than the 1st November please.
Branch Formal Lunch – Sunday 14th October.   This will be held at the Ramada Hotel, Robinswood Hill, Gloucester.   12:00 hours for 13:00 hours.   Cost £18.50 per person to include a three-course dinner followed by tea and/or coffee.   And a welcome drink.   There will be a complimentary raffle.   This is our annual formal event, which we would ask you to actively consider attending.   For last minute reservations please telephone Alan Holford

Christmas Draw & Social Evening – Friday 7th December.

Venue, The Victory Club, Cheltenham.   An evening with friends and colleagues with a substantial plated two-course supper.    This is always a popular event, which has been very well supported for many years.  The format will be similar to last year with a few slight adjustments.   We will pass round the Carol Sheets and sing a few carols and have a couple of games of Bingo.   There will of course be the Draw for our Christmas Lottery.  Basket of Assorted Alcoholic Beverage to be won.   Lucky admission ticket with a prize for the for fortuate winner.   Of course there will be the well establish in house raffle where for many years usually 80 – 90 prizes have been won.   Still have not finished, as we will be entertained by a live band playing the music that we can sit back and enjoy, perhaps even a sing along.   Hot mince pies and mulled wine will also be served to everyone.   All this for an amazing £8.50 per person.   

With regards to the Annual Christmas Lottery to which you will soon be receiving your tickets.   It was unanimously agreed that this year we will donate half of the proceeds to the recently set up fund to assist Grenadiers who has served and suffered as a result of their service in Afghanistan and Iraq

General News.    Many of you will remember Lola Lewis who has up sticks and moved to Portugal.   However Lola is going to keep in touch as she has taken to the “Electronic age”.

It may be of interest for you to know that your branch now consists of 220 members made up as follows.  Grenadiers 172: Horse Guards 4: Life Guards 2: Coldstream Guards 6: Welsh Guards 3: RAMC 1: RAPC: 1: RMP 1: REME 1: Gloucesters  2: Lincolns 1:  Wilts  1: Honourable Artillery 1: RAF 1: Royal Navy 2: French Army1: Honorary Members (Non military) 10: Widows 10: 

Pre Christmas Break at Littlecote – 17th – 19th December.   

Anyone requiring further information, as there are still a few places left, then please contact Honorary Secretary for an information pack with no obligation.    Could this be your Christmas present to each other?    Well over three hundred members have now secured their place.   If you have a computer then  www.grenadiersatlittlecote.co.uk  will give you all the information and updates.

Rhine & Magical Moselle River Cruise.   

As you will see attached details of an overseas adventure.   First brought to the attention of members at the General Meeting on Thursday 27th September 38 members have already booked on in just 72 hours.   Please contact Honorary Secretary for up to date information and availability.

Of Interest.

Our list of members who now have e-mail facilities continues to grow.   Please if any member who is still receiving branch correspondence, including this newsletter, by post and who now have an e-mail address then would they please be kind enough to e-mail me with it as it saves the branch a lot of money both in postage and stationary.   Also it saves me a lot of time.

Due to the floods our July meeting had to be cancelled.   I have been active in the branch for well over forty years and this was the first time I can ever recall a meeting having to be cancelled.   This was July in the peak of the summer.   And we thought climate change was going to bring warm weather!

Alan and Alice Holford have asked me to thank all members who attend their home for a coffee morning in aid of MacMillan Cancer Research resulting in a grand total of £189.50 in donations.

I conclude by asking members who may have a story, or any item that may be of interest to include in the newsletter, then to please let me have it, as I am always on the look out for material

That’s your lot for now, so turn to your right not forgetting to reach up on the turn and to gain height.

Colin J Knight    (Hon. Sec.)

Telephone - 01594 530154   e-mail grenadiersglos@tiscali.co.uk
PROFORMA

Christmas Draw & Social Evening

Please reserve me ………………places @ £8.50 per person.

Please return to:-

Alan Holford, 41, Teddington Gardens, Gloucester GL4 6RL

If you require further information on any items in this letter, or in fact any matter in connection with the branch, then please telephone Alan Holford 01452 534175 or Colin Knight 01594 530154 or e-mail grenadiersglos@tiscali.co.uk
From…………………………………………………………..(Please Print.

Cheques payable please to Gren Gds Glos Branch.
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