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NEWSLETTER – August 2007
To all members of the Branch.  “Stand by your beds”


Issue (41)

2007 BRANCH MEETINGS – ALL AT THE VICTORY CLUB CHELTENHAM – 19:30 Hours.

                                                   Thursday 27th September       Thursday 29th November

Please note the new time for the start of meetings 19:30 hours

.

Bereavement.   I have to report the loss of Edward (Ted) Jones of Charlton Kings.   Although we never saw much of Ted he was very much always a Grenadier.   The Church was packed to overflowing for his funeral.   We must of course not forget those serving Grenadiers who have last their lives out in Afghanistan.

Welfare.   Many acts of kindness and visits made to our less fortunate comrades.  Both David Hewer and David Cresswell found them selves in the same ward at Cheltenham Hospital with heart related problems.  Both had operations and were released.   Unfortunately, as I write, David Hewer has had to be readmitted.   

New Member.   We welcome a new Associate Member Roy Claridge who did his National Service in the Welsh Guards.   Roy resides in Cheltenham.  

Regimental Remembrance Day – Sunday 20th May.    A full coach, fine weather fine hospitality at the Guards Club Windsor, both outwards and inwards journey, ensured a good day out for members.

Visit to the National Memorial Arboretum – Sunday 10th June.    We achieved a full coach and more with several members making their way by car.   The three ceremonies that we witnessed, The Irish Guards Drum Head Service, the Dedication of an oak tree by the branch, and the ceremony at the Shot at Dawn Patch were all something to remember especially when right on Que. two world war one planes flew over and dipped their wings in salute.   Afterwards we had time to wander around the vast area that comprises the arboretum.   On the conclusion is was off to the brewery where we had a fine lunch and a look around the museum.   There was a surprise when members were each given a bottle of specially brewed beer each bottle with a Grenadier Commemorative Label which had been donated.     All agreed that it had been a most excellent day and experience.   Due to its success we are already in the process of making plans for next year.      

Branch Canoeing.   Twenty-four members paddled in their canoes (Thank the Lord no one ended up swimming) down the river in fine weather.   Afterwards we picnicked at Mallards Pike.   A surprise was Jean Gwilliam turning up with a large selection of magnificent puddings for everyone.   We were lucky as the rain came just as we had finished eating.   Thank you David Leighton for organising this day once more.    

Branch Asparagus Supper.    As usual a good attendance sat down in the BBC Club in Evesham to a traditional Asparagus Supper.   Thank you Nigel Simms for making the arrangements.
Grenadier Day.     We almost achieved a full coach.   The weather was good and Lille Barracks was an excellent venue.   All who attended agreed that it had been the best Grenadier Day for many years.   

Branch Cycle Ride – Wednesday 8th August.     This will take place in the Forest of Dean.   Cycles may he hired or you may of course bring your own.   Please telephone David Leighton on 01531 820428 for full details and to register your interest.
Branch Walk – Sunday 2nd September.    Derek Knott has once more agreed to organise a walk for us in the Cotswolds.   This is a casual walk in a stunning location.   A good way of keeping fit in good company with a bonus for the ladies, as they will not have to prepare and cook Sunday lunch. Please see separate sheet with full details attached.

Branch Christmas Lunch at Dumbleton Hall - Sunday 9th December.        What can I say other than the details were circulated in the last newsletter.   By early July all 100 places had been taken.   Anyone now wishing to join us must contact Derek Knott to be placed on a waiting list.    

Branch Formal Lunch – Sunday 14th October.   This will be held at the Ramada Hotel, Robinswood Hill, Gloucester.   12:00 hours for 13:00 hours.   Cost £18.50 per person to include a three-course dinner followed by tea and/or coffee.   And a welcome drink.   There will be a complimentary raffle.   This is our annual formal event, which we would ask you to actively consider attending.   Please separate sheet attached.

Branch Fifty Club.     A good response, yet again.   Unfortunately numbers are just very slightly down.

General News.   I am sure that most of you would have watched the three episodes on the regiment shown on ITV.    To be able to get three one hour episodes being shown at peak viewing times to what must be a relatively small audience is by no way a mean achievement.   Although it is very easy to sit back and make a criticism, bearing in mind the current times and the fact that the programme had to have an entertainment value then from speaking with many members it would seem that the general consensus is that it was very good

The former Regimental Adjutant Lt. Colonel C J Seymour who has recently retired has been a branch member for the past couple of years.   I am pleased to inform you that he has just accepted an invitation to become a Vice President of the branch.   The Colonel was recently awarded the LVO.

 .

I trust that you are all enjoying this wonderful British Summer!!!     Our General Meeting that was to be held on Thursday 26th had to be cancelled as the venue, the Victory Club, was without power or water.   For almost a week the main road from the Forest of Dean to Gloucester has been closed due to flooding, its is a hell of a long way around to get to Gloucester via Bristol which is the only alternative

With the bad floods that we have been experiencing it is very gratifying to have received many offers of help from members to anyone who was experiencing difficulties.   Offers came from far and wide including members of other branches who keep contact with me through attending the get togethers at Littlecote House.

Due to the advance in technology I have been in touch with a serving branch member who is known to many of you Lee Hillier.   Lee, who is at present out in Afghanistan, has now been promoted to Colour Sergeant and has been in touch with me by e-mail as has Lt. Colonel Lance Ranson, one of our Branch Vice President, who is also out there in the wilds of Afghanistan.   Those of you who attended our March Meeting will recall that Colonel Ranson joined us and gave a brief résumé as to his current role in the forces.    I am sure that all of you will pray for the safe return, at the end of their tour of duty, for all the servicemen and women serving in that god forsaken place.

Branch Web Site.   Thanks to the efforts of David Leighton’s son John we have now have our own Branch Site.     As I write I am still looking for help and assistance etc to get it up and running.   Any help would be greatly appreciated.

Pre Christmas Break at Littlecote – 17th – 19th December.   Full details are available.   Anyone requiring further information then please contact Honorary Secretary for an information pack with no obligation.    Could this be your Christmas present to each other?    Three hundred members have now secured their place.    www.grenadiersatlittlecote.co.uk  will give you all the information  and updates.

Our list of members who now have e-mail facilities continues to grow.   Please if any member who is still receiving branch correspondence, including this newsletter, by post and who now have an e-mail address then would they please be kind enough to e-mail me with it as it saves the branch a lot of money bot is postage and stationary.   Also it saves me a lot of time.

Branch Meeting.   Please try and make the next meeting on Thursday 27th  September.   Your Branch - Your Meeting, to which all members are most welcome.        

I conclude by asking members who may have a story, or any item that may be of interest to include in the newsletter, then to please let me have it, as I am always on the look out for material

That’s your lot for now, so turn to your right not forgetting to reach up on the turn and to gain height.

Colin J Knight    (Hon. Sec.)

Telephone - 01594 530154   e-mail grenadiersglos@tiscali.co.uk

Sunday 14th October - 12:00 Hours for 13:00 Hours

Our Guest of Honour is Major General Sir Evelyn Webb Carter KCVO OBE.   We have also invited a representative from the Regiment.   

This is our one formal event of the year and I ask you all to please consider attending.   A good turn out ensures a good atmosphere, which is essential, if you want a successful occasion.   Once you have finished reading this letter, check your diary and if free, ask the good lady for the chequebook in order that you may send in your payment to secure your place.   For those of you who have never joined us, then make this the year to break your duck, I am sure that you will not be disappointed.         

On arrival you will be greeted with a welcome drink

There will be a raffle, however the good news is that no one will have to purchase any tickets, as you will find complimentary tickets at your place setting.  As usual, if you have an item that you would like to bring and donate for the draw, then this will be appreciated.

Menu
Starters

Home made thick Vegetable Soup:  Melon & Orange Salad with toasted Pine Nuts and Honey Dressing:   Salad of Cray Fish & Prawns with Baby Gem Lettuce & Marie Rose Sauce.

Main Course

Fillet of Salmon with Chefs choice of Potatoes:   Traditional Roast Leg of Lamb:  Traditional Roast Chicken – all with accompaniments:   Vegetarian Option.

Desserts

Baked Vanilla Cheesecake with Black Cherry compote: Profritoroles flavoured with Bailey Sauce with a Chocolate Sauce.   Sticky Toffee Pudding with Custard.

Tea/coffee with mints.
     My choice of menu is:-

Starter

         Main Course

    Dessert

Name




Name




Name




Name




From………………….....…I enclose my cheque to the total value of £………...(£18.50 per person)

Address………………………………………………………………………………….

Telephone……………………………………Mobile………………………………….

Please return to: -  Alan Holford. 41 Teddington Gardens, Gloucester GL4 6RL
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